
NEWSLINE
May 2020

CONTACT
CAPE-ATLANTIC

WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS

Making a Difference, One Call at a Time!                     47 Years of Service to the Communitiy

CONTACT 
WELCOMES

NEWEST BOARD 
MEMBER 

CHRIS BRATTON,ESQ.

Charles C. Bratton, II is a founding member of Bratton 
Law, LLC and chair of the firm’s trusts, estates, elder 
law, and life care planning division.  Mr. Bratton 
counsels clients with regard to estate planning and 
administration, elder law, life care planning, asset 
protection, veterans’ benefits and disability planning.  
Mr. Bratton is a member of the National Academy 
of Elder Law Attorneys and Life Care Planning Law 
Firms Association, is an accredited attorney with the 
Department of Veterans Affairs and is past Trustee and 
Chair of the Young Lawyers Committee of the Camden 
County Bar Association. He currently serves on the 
membership retention committee for the Life Care 
Planning Law Firms Association. Mr. Bratton earned 
his B.S. degree, cum laude, from Southeastern Louisiana 
University, his J.D. degree from Rutgers University, 
and his LL.M degree from Western New England 
School of Law. Most recently, Mr. Bratton was named 
by Awesome Attorney 2019 by South Jersey Magazine. 

Mr. Bratton is frequent speaker and educator and is 
actively involved with the Alzheimer’s Association 
Delaware Valley Chapter. He is committed to serving 
the senior population and advocating for them during 
their journey through the elder care continuum. 

WELCOME CHRIS!

GREETINGS FROM CONTACT’S NEW 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Hello everyone, I am delighted to be joining all of the volunteers, 
donors and clients of CONTACT Cape-Atlantic. Thank you 
for your welcoming support and thank you very much for 
continuing to give service during these challenging times. While 
I am excited about serving as your new director, I acknowledge 
the fears we may be facing, our individual losses and of course 
the shared hope that we can soon return to ordinary life.

During this COVID-19 crisis, CONTACT Cape-Atlantic 
volunteers started making reassurance calls from their homes 
and began screening for signs and symptoms of respiratory 
illness to include shortness of breath, cough, fever, and chest 
pains/pressure and recommending clients contact their primary 
care physician if they are symptomatic. Shayna Patel, our 
reassurance and marketing coordinator has added considerable 
value by providing follow up calls to almost everyone. 

We have seen an increase in the number of clients 
requesting services and are actively responding to family 
members of people in nursing homes who are feeling 
isolated because their families are not permitted to visit. 
Thank you to the volunteers for stepping up and going the 
extra mile to ensure the clients are all safe and well stocked 
with supplies and that their needs are met. You are taking extra 
shifts when needed and we have also been fortunate to welcome 
new volunteers! I hope your work has also enriched your lives 
and your personal feeling of wellbeing is elevated because 
you are providing such a meaningful service. I completed 
training and made calls in my first week of work which truly 
gave me a full understanding of the value of our mission.

Please spread the word and offer free telephone 
reassurance calls to others, especially at this time.
Please reach out to me if you would like. You 
can reach me at contact-c-a@comcast.net

Be well,
Mary Jo Bernardo



How to Become a                                    
Corporate Sponsor

Want to join our list of corporate sponsors?  
The generous support of our many business 
partners is a tremendous help to our clients. 
There are so many opportuntities for recognition 
for our wonderful sponsors throughout the year. 

$2,500 Platinum Members receive 10 tickets to our 
signature Spring Sensation event and are invited to an 
all-new, exclusive, pre-event networking opportunity, 
as well as recognition in the event program book;  a 
choice of either one feature article in the CONTACT 
Cape-Atlantic Newsline newsletter and business card 
sized ad in the newsletter for one year or placement 
on our website and social media pages which have 
thousands of views per year across four pages.

$1,000  Gold Members receive 6 tickets to our 
signature Spring Sensation event and are invited to an 
all-new, exclusive pre-event networking opportunity,  
as well as  recognition in the event program book; a 
choice of either one feature article in the CONTACT 
Cape-Atlantic Newsline newsletter and business card 
sized ad in the newsletter for one year or placement 
on our website and social media pages, which have 
thousands of views per year across four pages.

$500  Silver Members will be invited to an all-new, 
exclusive pre-event networking opportunity, as well 
as  recognition in the event program book; a choice 
of either one feature article in the popular CONTACT 
Cape-Atlantic Newsline newsletter and business card 
sized ad in the newsletter for one year or placement 
on our website and social media pages, which have 
thousands of views per year across four pages.

Corporate Sponsors

Gold Sponsors ($1000)

Autumn Lake HealthCare at Ocean View

Community Thrift of South Seaville United    
Methodist Church

Mark Arbeit and Co.

Republic Bank

Visiting Angels, Atlantic City 

Silver Sponsors ($500)
AtlantiCare

Brookdale Cape May
Comfort Keepers
Connect America
Dompierre, LLC                                                                                  

1st Bank of Sea Isle City
Glenn Insurance

Halliday-Leonard General Contractors
Homes & Land of Atlantic and Cape May Counties

Jane Soreth and Nancy Ramundo
Law Offices of Raymond N. Beebe

Law Office of Stephanie Albrecht-Pedrick, LLC                                              
McMahon Insurance Agency

Michael A. Goloff, CPA
Right At Home

Robertson and Fendt, LLC
Royal Suites Healthcare and Rehabilitation

Serenity Hospice
Sturdy Savings Bank
Synergy HomeCare
The Sneaker Shop

Thomas Heist Insurance
Touching Hearts at Home

United Methodist CommunitiesThe Shores
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ROBERTSON & FENDT, LLC
Attorneys at Law

Personal Law   Municipal Court 
Family Law

1015 New Rd. Suite C           
Northfield, NJ 08225

609-568-6642
www.robfenlaw.com                                                

REASSURANCE COORDINATOR 
SHAYNA PATEL

MARY JO BERNARDO

Marie Soreth and Selma Ramundo
are proud to support CONTACT       

Cape-Atlantic

It’s easy to be lost in fear when disaster strikes. 
The most important thing that we can do is stay 
calm and focused. It is indeed a very tough 
time for the entire world, but together we can 
all overcome the challenges that are ahead of 
us. One of the kindest things we can do is to 
say “thank you” to those who are doing what 
they can to fight the outbreak. In the midst of 
our panic around COVID-19, we must look to 
each other to help us get through it. I would 
like to extend a very big THANK YOU to our 
wonderful volunteers for checking in on our 
clients every day and to all front-line workers. 
Social isolation has been one of the hardest 
things, and it is very important that we take 
care of our mental health during this time. It’s 
normal to feel stress when faced with staying 
indoors and interacting less with people, 
especially when that is added to the underlying 
stress of worrying whether you will catch 
the virus. Staying social in non-traditional 
ways can help you to feel less isolated and 
combat loneliness. If you would like to be a 
reassurance volunteer or would like to sign 
up for reassurance calls please feel free to 
reach out, you may call my office directly at 
609-823-0762, I would be more than happy to 
speak with you about our wonderful program. 
Stay safe and most importantly stay well.

VOLUNTEERING 
CAN  HELP 

DURING TIMES 
OF CRISIS

CONTACT is holding 
a raffle for a Louis 

Vuitton Bag! Don’t miss 
a chance to win this 

beautiful bag, named 
Graceful PM. Tickets 
are $10 each and we 

still have some available 
call 609-823-1850 or                                                        

contact-c-a@
comcast.net for tickets.                                               
Drawing is Aug. 20th. 

CONTACT
Cape-Atlantic’s

New
Executive
Director

                 



MAY BIRTHDAYS

	 5/3	 Zohra Kadar
	 5/4	 Aileen Hay-Brown
	 5/6 	 Diane Presti
	 5/7	 Marge Thiel
		  Carlos Valesquez
	 5/9	 Agnes Horenkohl
		  Roger Brown
	 5/11    Anthony Cassano
		  Shelley Jones
	 5/13	 Wendy Moyle
		  Diane Intenzo
	 5/16	 Rachel Winkworth
	 5/17	 Lorraine Doughty
	 5/18	 Deb Amadick
		  Lucy Edmonds
	 5/21	 Millie Saraduke
	 5/23	 Rich Middlesworth
	 5/24	 Doris Waters
	 5/25	 Domenic Zambello
	 5/26 	 Anna May Ryan
		  Bernadette Lieggi
	 5/27	 Toni Coe
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Care for Infants, Children, Adults and Seniors

Skilled Nursing (RNs, LPNs)

Adult and Pediatric Ventilator Care

Personal Care

Home Health Aides

24-Hour Live-In Aides

Private Pay, Insurance, HMOs and Medicaid AcceptedPrivate Pay, Insurance, HMOs and Medicaid Accepted

RN Supervision on All Levels of Care

24 Hours a Day, 7 Days a Week

LICENSED

BONDED

INSURED

800.603.CARE (2273)    PreferredCares.com
Providing Home Care Services in NJ and PA for Over 20 Years

“Home Health Care with Feeling”

P: 609-227-2400  F: 609-299-1079

www.serenityhospicenj.com

Compassionate and Professional Care

For questions or free Hospice consultation please call:

   STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR 
POSTPONED SPRING SENSATION AND HEALTH AND                                                                                 

WELLNESS SYMPOSIUM



Like to Read Online? You can read our 
newsletter on our website:

www. contactcapeatlantic.org

It is located under the Special Events tab.
You can also check out all of  our upcoming 

events.It is also posted on our
 
Facebook page 

Law Offices of 
RAYMOND N. BEEBE, ESQ., CPA  

 2016 New Road                     Telephone (609) 601-1400
 Linwood Commons,	        Telephone (609)  601-2401
 Suite F4		              Rbeebe@beebelawnj.com
 Linwood, NJ 08221		              beebelawnj.com
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Thank You to all 
of our Volunteers

DID YOU KNOW?
The CARES Act lifts the limitations on 
charitable contributions by individuals 
who itemize, from 60% to 100% and for 

corporations by increasing the limitation 
from 10% to 25% of taxable income. 

That means now is a good time to give.



OUR TEAM
   Executive Director: Mary Jo Bernardo                          
Reassurance Coordinator: Shayna Patel                                                                                                             

Newsletter Contributor: Dave Bontempo                                        

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President: Patricia Smith                                                       

Vice President: Wendy Moyle                                                        
Treasurer: Shilo Kubiak                                                            
Secretary: Sierra Sage       

                                                                 
MEMBERS AT LARGE

Chris Bratton, Esq.
Linda Carson

Faten Dib     
Nicholas Dib                                                                                                

Barbara Gallagher                                         
Shelley Jones                                                                                                                                      

Voula Liacopulos                                                                                            
Sierra Sage                                                                                                                                            
Jane Soreth                                                               
Cyndi Zubia

ADVISORY BOARD
Steve Abate                                                                                         
Mark Arbeit                                                                                                                                           

Alice Cranston                                                                                      
Maria Garcia                                                                    

Lorraine Halliday                                                                                      
Rena Hofeld     

Maggie Mammano                                                                                    
Brian Maroney                                                                                          
Ronda McCabe                                                                                      
Sharon O’Neill                                                                                                

Carolyn Peterson                                                                                                                                         
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DENNIS LEVINSON
County Executive

County of Atlantic
1333 Atlantic Ave.
Atlantic City, NJ 08401
609-343-2201

700 Haven Ave. Ocean City, NJ 08226
OFFICE: 609-398-5737

FAX: 609-398-8807
www.HallidayLeonardinc.com

Scott Halliday	                                Keith Leonard
hlcscott@comcast.net	       hlckeith@comcast.net

brookdale.com

Bringing New Life to Senior Living®

Brookdale Cape May
Assisted Living
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care 
591 Route 9 South
Cape May Court House, NJ 08210
(609) 463-6344

©2018 Brookdale Senior Living Inc.  All rights reserved.  
BROOKDALE SENIOR LIVING and BRINGING NEW 
LIFE TO SENIOR LIVING are the registered trademarks 
of Brookdale Senior Living Inc. 12
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Sponsor A Client
Want to make a difference?  An easy way is to sponsor a client.  One dollar a day helps fund a daily                  

Telephone Reassurance call to one of  our elderly and disabled clients.  
	
		  One month sponsor:	 $30		                Six month sponsor:	 $182
		  Three month sponsor:	$90                                     One year sponsor:	 $365

        If  you would like to be a 3 month, 6 month or 1 year sponsor, you can make payments. Just ask us!

      SPONSOR A CLIENT DONORS  (As of  Aprill 20th)                                                                                                                                            
  Jane Soreth, Wendy Moyle, Diana Booth, Donna Leose, Dasie Simpson

         Annual: William and Alice Crockford, Anna Marie Donley,                                                                                    
Barbara Youtie, Maggie Rohe-Miller, Carol Nania, Beverly Jernee, Murray Bevitz
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Member AICPA & NJSCPA

MICHAEL A. GOLOFF
Certified Public Accountant

1616 Pacific Ave. Suite 417           Telephone 609-350-6958
Atlantic City, NJ 08401	                    FAX: 609-350- 6998	

LAW OFFICE OF  
STEPHANIE ALBRECHT-PEDRICK, LLC

Serving Clients in Southern New Jersey
DIVORCE, FAMILY LAW & 
GUARDIANSHIPS

1406 S. Main Street
Pleasantville, NJ 08232
Phone: 609-904-3020
www.stephaniepedricklaw.com

Volunteer Reminder
If  you know that you will not be available to make your calls, please be sure to 

let us know. The more notice we have, the easier it is to fill shifts.
Call 609-823-2109 to let us know

AtlantiCare LIFE Connection is a 
Medicare/Medicaid Program of 
All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly 
(PACE), a nationally known 
model of care for seniors. This 
coordinated, comprehensive 
program provides seniors in 
the community with services 
tailored to their unique needs. 

1401 Atlantic Ave., Atlantic City, NJ

1-888-569-1000   •  www.atlanticare.org/life

We provide a helping hand with personal care, light 
housekeeping, meal preparation, transportation, 
companionship, shopping, errands, and much more!

Trained • Bonded • Insured • Dedicated Staff
Call Us: 609-241-0899

website: www.touchinghearts.com/southjersey

Touching hearts and  
minds at home!

 IN HOME CARE 
 THAT ELEVATES THE SPIRIT

 Kelly Marrero, Owner

 (609) 277-7855 Direct
 (630) 561-3275 Cell
 (609) 277-7854 Fax
 kellymarrero@comfortkeepers.com
 160 S. PItney Road, Suite 2B
 Galloway, NJ 08205
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40th ANNUAL
            AVALON 5 Miler

July 18, 2020

CONTACT Cape-Atlantic

TO BENEFIT 
CONTACT CAPE-ATLANTIC

PROVIDING TELEPHONE REASSURANCE AND 
COMMUNITY SUPPORT FOR THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED

5 Mile Run - 2 Mile Walk
SATURDAY, JULY 18, 2020

AVALON COMMUNITY HALL

Sponsorship Opportunities
    $1,000: Logo on marketing materials & social media, logo on t-shirts , run bibs, event signage
    $500:   Logo on social media, logo on t-shirt, event signage
    $250:   Logo on t-shirts, event signage
    $100:   Line listing on shirts, event signage

Company Name:____________________ Phone:___________________
Address: ___________________ Email: __________________________
Contact Name: _____________ Sponsorship Level:________________

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 609-823-1850
www.runsignup.com/avalon5miler

OR EMAIL contact-c-a@comcast.net
contactcapeatlantic.org

Please make checks payable to CONTACT Cape-Atlantic or go online to                                             
www.contactcapeatlantic.org to use credit card and use the donate link

Special Anniversary

CONTACT Cape-Atlantic is a non-profit 501(c)(3) agency. 
CONTACT Cape-Atlantic 25 Dolphin Ave. Bldg. D Northfield, NJ 08225       609-823-1850
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GATEKEEPER PROGRAM
We continue to help older adults to remain living safely at home. 
Our Gatekeeper program provides information, brochures and 
business cards to those who are out in neighborhoods so that they 
can reach out to CONTACT Cape-Atlantic when they come across 
individuals who can use some help. A confidential call to our office 
can be the start of helping someone. Many different people can be 
gatekeepers. We have trained UPS drivers, Comcast employees, 
New Jersey American Water employees, meter readers, bank tellers, 
etc. to help reach out to people they encounter on a day to day basis.
When we receive a call from the gatekeeper, we then reach out 
to the older adult and share information on the resources that are 
available to help them continue to live independently. These resources 
may include: a home health aide, visiting physician, mobile meal, 
transportation, or a personal alert button. We also offer the availability 
of our Reassurance calls. It’s as simple as a call to CONTACT.
 
OceanFirst Foundation is a major sponsor of the Gatekeeper Program

If you’re on Facebook, be sure to like our pages:
Contact Cape-Atlantic

Avalon Five Miler
Contact Cape-Atlantic FORE Golf                                     
or on Instagram @ contact_ca

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
PATTI SMITH

I am so proud to be President of CONTACT Cape-
Atlantic at this moment.  It is now, more than ever, 
that we really see the true importance of what we do 
every day with our reassurance calls to those who 
are home alone.  Our wonderful volunteers are there 
to reassure our clients that we are here to support 
each other and to see if there needs are met each day.  

Our volunteers are asking our clients about 
symptoms of COVD-19 as well as reassuring 
them that we will get through this difficult time.
This is a scary time for all of us.  Personally, I am 
very lucky. I have great family support and my 
husband, Len, next to me, to get through each day.  
Emotionally, with all of the support, it is still tough to 
stay positive and move forward.  CONTACT helps 
me stay focused and take each day, one at a time.

I am also very worried about our financial stability.  We 
have cancelled and postponed our fundraising events 
for this spring, which is what supports CONTACT 
through the year.  Our postponed dates are still waiting 
for government ok’s to move forward but you have my 
guarantee that our services will continue.  We need all of 
your support now to make sure we can continue to meet 
our mission goals and continue to make our daily calls. 

Please think of CONTACT today and support 
us through your donations. Len and I will be 
donating $1000 to start this appeal and show our 
commitment to CONTACT Cape-Atlantic.
Our new Executive Director, Mary Jo Bernardo, is 
an experienced and strong leader to navigate our way 
through the next few months and possibly the next few 
years of social distancing.  Shayna Patel, our Reassurance 
Coordinator, is talking to our volunteers and clients 
each day to make sure everyone’s needs are met.  We 
will all get through this, together, one call at a time.
Lastly, I send a big thank you to all of our volunteers, for all you 
do each day.  You are all wonderful and are so appreciated!!

Patti Smith

OUR MISSION:

CONTACT Cape-Atlantic provides telephone reassurance 
and community support for older adults, people 
with disabilities, and those who are lonely, living 
alone or feeling isolated from their community.
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GOLD SPONSORS

Clients - Let Us Know                    
Before You Go

PLease call                              
(609) 823-2109

If you will not be home 
for your call.

myrepublicbank.com

THE POWER OF 
RED IS BACK

Open 7 days
early and late, 361 days a year

Absolutely FREE
Personal Checking

Fee-Free ATM’s
over 55,000 Allpoint ATMs

worldwide
For Republic Bank Customers

VisitingAngels.com/Eggharbortwp

Bathing Assistance
Dressing Assistance
Grooming
Assistance with Walking

Medication Reminders
Errands
Shopping
Light Housekeeping

Meal Preparation
Friendly Companionship
Flexible Hourly Care
Respite Care for Families

Senior Care for Total Peace of Mind

Each Visiting Angels agency is independently owned and operated.  LIC#: HP0065700 
609-641-7200
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A fall, or some other need to call for help, could 
happen at any time - but with the push of a button, 
it is possible not only to protect a life...but it can 
go a long way to preserve a cherished way of life - 
independence -  by giving seniors the confidence 
to continue living in their own homes.

CONNECT AMERICA  is proud to be the 
nation’s largest independent provider of personal 
emergency response systems (PERS). Our 
highly dependable systems keep patients safe 
and independent, while reducing readmission 
costs for providers. With all products, the 
simple push of a button instantly connects 
subscribers with highly trained emergency 
response operators who assess the situation and 
send the help they need — anytime, anywhere.

At Connect America, we believe that 
“Connecting is Caring” and our mission 
is simple: To ensure that our customers 
reap the vital and, at times, life-saving 
benefits of living in a connected world.

As the current health crisis has shown us, 
it is critical to stay in touch. Through our 
partners at Atlantic County Government and 
CONTACT Cape-Atlantic, we are able to keep 
in touch with our PERS clients. Stay Safe!

CORPORATE SPONSOR         
SPOTLIGHT      

CONNECT AMERICA

   The Alzheimer’s Association Delaware 
Valley Chapter is offering several virtual 

education programs scheduled this month
Understanding Alzheimer’s and Dementia:                                                                 

May 6 at 6:00pm 
10 Warning Signs of Alzheimer’s: May 13 at 6:00pm

Understanding and Responding to Dementia Related 
Behaviors, May 20 at 2:00pm 

Effective Communication Strategies
May 27 at 11:00am 

You can also call the 24/7 Helpline at                                                         
800-272-3900 for information or someone                   

Register by calling 800-272-3900 or online at 
communityresourcefinder.org

to talk to about Alzheimer’s and other dementias.

CONTACT Cape-Atlantic’s Telephone 
Reassurance Program is partially funded 
through a grant provided by the Atlantic 
County Area Agency on Aging, under the 
Older Americans Act of 1965, amended.   

THANK YOU ATLANTIC 
COUNTY GOVERNMENT   
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